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The Hubbard House. 1877 

Chestertown. 

private 

The Hubbard House is one if the monumental high Victorian residences in 

Chestertown. Its marriage of classical and gothic effects is bold but 

entirely successful. The principal architectural feature is the balance 

achieved by a combination of high peaked gables and the hipped roof with 

platform. The most interesting technical accomplishment is the manner in 

which i t s L plan has been adapted to create the impression of a fourth 

gable extending to the rear. The house was builti for Thomas Hubbard in 1877 

and has been flawlessly preserved. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hubbard House is located on the north side of High Street between the Kent 
County Office Building and the county library property, just above the center 
of downtown Ghestertown, 

It is a large scale 2|-story frame high Victorian style house, five bays wide and 
two deep with a symmetrical facade. There is a single story porch vrith a flat 
roof across the three central bays of the facade and high gables on three sides 
which reach nearly to the platform of the hipped roof. There is an L-section to 
the rear which is set in such a way that from the east (right) side, its roof 
gives the aooearance of being the extension of a fourth gable. The house is 
covered with clapboard. 

There is a brick basement. The wood porch sits on a high brick foundation, 
has four square pillars across the front and two half-pillars against the • 
facade; all have mitered ed;'es. There is a wood railing of turned balusters. 
There are decorative corner block brackets below the porch roof oornice, and 
the cornice itself has dentils and brackets. There is a continuous pattern of 
decoration along the freize. The doors are doyble and each has a single windows 
pane n̂ the top half and a s'̂ ngle panel below, "̂ he doors are framed by full-len̂  
louvered shutters and have a pronineht plain cjmia rscta cornice aboiit them. 

1 ^ 

All of the T-rindows on the facade, on the first and second stories, have cornices 
like the one over the entrance and are d )uble hung sash, two panes over two, 
with louvered shutters. In each of the three gables is a single 2/2 attic 
window with a semicircular upper sash. 

On the east (right) elevation, there is a single story bay window in the front 
bay: it has a bracketed cornice, dentils, and a continuation of the decorative 
pattern which apoears on the porch freize. There is a window in therear bay 
and two on the second storyJ all three are two panes over two, double hung 
sash with louvered shutters. 

On the west elevation there are no windows on the first story and two on the 
second; both are two panes over two and have shutters. 

The imedn oornic« of the house is bracketed. Each of the three gables has a 
pair of short returns. The roof is covered with conposition shingles. The 
platform on the hip has decorative metal cresting around it and two corbeled 
chimneys i-ri-thin it. 

The L-wing is set in slightly from the east elevation. It has a gafeled roof, 
is two bays wide by four deep, and has an assortment of porches, secondary 
entrances, and a chimney of its own inside the rear gable end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This is one of the principal high Victorian style dwellings in Chestertown. It is 
as eclectic in its marriage of various mid-nineteenth century styles as the Whitsitt 
House on Front Street, but is a good deal more arr.bitious, in that it sets out to 
combine conisrasting rather than related styles. The Whitsitt House is a combination 
of Greek Revival and Italiante st-les; the Hubbard House combines the classical and 
the gothic. 

The most interesting technical feature of this attempt is the combination of high 
peaked gables and a hipped roof with a platform. The hip and decorated platform break 
the vertical effect expressed by the gables—they do not quite reach its height—and 
Ehis effect is carried out ftirther by the 3-bay porch with its flat roof across the 
front of the house. The hip and platform, the gables, and the porch control the 
major resolution of the gothic/classical contrast; and there is an eclectic profusion 
of ornament which gives the house an impressive finish. The total effect is as 
satisfying as it is bold. 

The house was built for Thomas Hubbard, the grandfather of Wilbur Hubbard, the present 
owneU of Widehall, in 1877. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

Beginning at the northwest most corner ot High Street of the lot or property wherein the 
Kent County Office Building is located and running by and with said High Street north 
46 1/2 degrees West 92 feet to the lot or property of the future xrdtfcxx site of the Kent 
County Public Library; and from thence North by and with said line of said Library land" 

VERBAL POUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

U3^ degrees East 268 feet to Parcel 2 and frxn thence by and with Parcel 2 South h6 
degrees 30 minutes East U2 feet to the lot or property of the Kent County Office Building 
and from thence by and with said property to the point of beginning. And also. Parcel 2, 
that lot of land being ̂  of a whole lot known as Town Lot 53 on the olat of Chestertown 
situated on the westerly side of Calvert Street, adjoining the lands of said Office 
Building and the above described lot, 
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STATE COUNTY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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